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THE IMPROVEMENT OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 



It has become increasingly clear that the instruction of the 

young in religion and morality, which is given in the Sunday 

school, the home, and by other means, is inade- 
The Present 
Situation quate to the present need, and is not wholly in 

accord with the best present knowledge. The 
gradual retirement of the Bible from the common schools has 
decreased the amount of religious and moral instruction which 
the children receive. The Sunday school, while in general it 
has progressed in its ideal, its method, and its efficiency, is in 
essential respects failing to do its full duty; many schools and 
individual leaders are continuing imperfect methods of instruc- 
tion, are remaining indifferent to the new educational principles 
and ideals, are treating religion as an isolated and optional ele- 
ment in individual development, and are closing their eyes to 
increasing knowledge. 

But even if the Sunday school were doing its work perfectly, 
we must face the fact that a comparatively small proportion of 
the children of the country come under the influence of the 
Sunday school for any length of time. They therefore get little 
religious and moral education except in the home. But the 
home training of children in religion and morality is generally 
neglected and defective ; parents do not know how, or do not 
take the necessary time and trouble, to give their children a real 
education in these directions. Some of them expect the Sunday 
school to supply this instruction, as they expect the public school 
to supply all other needed instruction. Others of them, and the 
majority, leave their children to get such knowledge of these 
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matters as they chance upon or learn by experience. As a con- 
sequence the greater number of children grow up without correct 
and adequate religious and moral education. 

Further, it is a serious phase of the present situation that the 
religious and moral instruction of the young is isolated from 
their instruction in other departments of knowledge. The cor- 
relation of the different elements of education is incomplete, 
because the religious and moral instruction is received in entire 
separation from the general instruction of the public schools. 
The facts and truths of religion are the foundation and the 
imperative of morality. Present civilization rests upon the reli- 
gious and ethical ideals of the past, and the civilization of the 
future depends upon a due recognition of religion and morality 
as essential factors in the growing welfare of humanity. The 
knowledge and experience of religious and moral truth must 
underlie and penetrate all knowledge and experience. The 
events and the ideas of the past, as of the present, must be 
viewed in the light of a divine hand as the creator of the uni- 
verse, a divine power sustaining it, a divine wisdom guiding it, 
and a divine purpose being accomplished in it. The physical 
world about us, our fellow-men, and our own selves must all be 
interpreted by religion truly conceived and morality properly 
understood. It is therefore impossible to accomplish the ideal 
education of the individual when the religious and moral element 
is isolated from the other elements ; still worse when it is not 
received at all by the majority of the children. All the elements 
of education must be woven together into an organic unity to 
produce a perfect result. 

For the past twenty-five years there has been a growing recog- 
nition of the unsatisfactoriness of the existing conditions, and 
The Need much thought and effort have been expended by 

of a New individuals and organizations upon the improvement 

Okqanization of religious and moral education. The time has 
come for a united effort to clarify, develop, and promulgate the 
great ideas so worked out, and to combine the labors of those 
who are seeking to promote a higher ideal of substance and 
method in religious and moral instruction. This particular task 
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is not being satisfactorily accomplished by any existing organi- 
zation. Many individuals and groups of workers are striving 
earnestly to advance this cause. But there is a lack of general 
leadership, to unify the labors of these individuals and groups, 
to express the ideas and aspirations for which they stand, and 
to promote a perfect education, in which religion and morality 
will have their true place and will perform their proper function. 
We need therefore a new organization which will give itself 
directly and wholly to this cause. It is reasonable to hope, and 
there are strong indications for believing, that all those who are 
interested in such an advance will combine their thought and 
their labor in such an organization to bring about the accom- 
plishment of their ideal. 

The work to be undertaken by such an organization may be 
indicated somewhat as follows : 

The Work l - It may endeavor to define the true relation 

Which Needs of religious and moral instruction to other branches 
to Be Done f instruction, indicating the part which religion 
should perform in the development of the individual and of 
society. 

2. It may seek to show how to correlate religious and moral 
instruction with the instruction in history, science, and litera- 
ture obtained in the public schools. 

3. It may present and apply the established results of mod- 
ern psychology, modern pedagogy, and modern Bible study, as 
related to religious and moral teaching. 

4. It may indicate the proper place of the Bible in religious 
and moral instruction, and set forth the general and specific 
methods of using the Bible for this purpose. 

5. It may show the necessity and method of a gradation of 
pupils (as in the public schools) according to age, capacity, and 
attainment ; and the necessity and method of graded instruction, 
where both material and manner of instruction will be adapted 
to the stage of physical, mental, moral, and spiritual develop- 
ment which the pupil has reached. 

6. It may indicate how this new, higher ideal can be worked 
out in the churches, the Sunday school, the day school, and 
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the home ; also in Young People's societies, Young Men's and 
Young Women's Christian Associations, clubs for Bible study, 
societies for general culture, and the like. 

7. It may seek to create for the Bible school a graded cur- 
riculum which will embody the larger substance and the better 
methods of a religious and moral education that is in accordance 
with the present status of biblical, theological, ethical, psycho- 
logical, pedagogical, and scientific knowledge. 

8. It may recommend for the study of the Bible, and of 
religion and morality in ancient and modern times, the best avail- 
able courses of lessons and the best books, according to their 
relative merit as judged by the new ideal ; and it may promote 
the preparation of better courses of lessons and better books in 
this field. 

9. It may seek by all means to accomplish the adequate 
training of teachers to give religious and moral instruction, by 
showing what amount and kind of knowledge are required, and 
how this may be attained ; what use is to be made of such 
knowledge in teaching children at the several stages of their 
growth ; what spiritual and moral qualifications are necessary for 
training boys and girls into men and women ; and what are the 
best methods in the many branches of this most important of all 
educational work. 

10. It may seek to unite in a common work all those 
individuals and agencies which are laboring for this higher ideal 
of religious and moral education. By such union the wisdom, 
strength, and influence of each one will be increased, and results 
will be achieved which the same individuals and agencies, work- 
ing separately, could accomplish but slowly, if at all. Such 
single-handed work, going on for many years now, has prepared 
the way for an advance step, namely, the unification of all forces 
which are promoting the movement. 

The mode of organization to be adopted, and the machinery 
by which the suggested work can be accomplished, remain to be 
determined when the movement is formally organized. The 
total membership of such an association might well consist of 
all those persons who are desirous of joining hands to improve 
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religious and moral education ; the number might be a thousand 
or more. This great organization of workers would probably 
The Manner of w ' sn to appoint officers and committees to lead and 
Accomplishing to represent them in the unification, expression, 
This Work an j promotion of the movement. There would 
naturally be a president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer, 
with national headquarters at a suitable point ; and an annual 
meeting of the organization would probably be held. 

It would seem likely also that a large, representative stand- 
ing committee, or board of direction, would be appointed to 
give definiteness, guidance, and effect to the great organization. 
This committee or board might undertake, through subcommit- 
tees, to bring into realization, by all avenues and means, the 
higher ideal of religious and moral education. Or the associa- 
tion itself at its annual meeting might from time to time appoint 
special committees to investigate particular branches of the 
work for the gathering of information, and for making reports 
and suggestions as to how the needs of each branch can best be 
supplied. The field could be divided into a number of special 
departments, such as (1) the Sunday Schools, (2) the Home, 
(3) the Theological Seminaries and Colleges, (4) the Academies 
and Private Schools, (5) Public Schools, (6) Young Men's and 
Young Women's Christian Associations, (7) Young People's 
Societies, (8) Mothers' Clubs, (9) City and Village Libraries, (10) 
Church and Sunday School Libraries, (n) the Religious Press, 
(12) the Daily Press. Complete information should be obtained 
as to what is being accomplished, and how, by each of these great 
agencies of religious and moral education ; and the best means 
for improving and increasing their efficiency should be discov- 
ered, presented, and carried out. 

The association should constitute its headquarters a bureau of 
information and a medium of interchange for the great cause of 
religious and moral education. Such a means of considering 
and communicating ideas about this work is a necessity. It 
must be recognized that much thought and experience will still 
be required to ascertain the best conceptions and methods of 
accomplishing the end desired. People who wish to think and 
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to work along these lines should be able to get trustworthy- 
information from some well-known center, should be able to 
find companions in their labors, and should be able to contribute 
their thought and experience to the whole body of related 
workers. 

A literature of the movement should be created as soon as 
possible, setting forth the ideas and the methods of the organi- 
zation, and offering specific suggestions and assistance to those 
who wish guidance in putting the ideas into practice. This 
literature should be available to everyone, at a nominal price. 
Lack of proper information and direction is one of the chief 
hindrances to present progress in this field. 

Every member of the new association would be ex officio a 
representative of and worker for the organized movement. In 
addition to this, the association might appoint special representa- 
tives to spread its ideas and to carry forward its work. 

The association should hold a national convention once each 
year, or once in two years, in which the essential ideas of this 
movement will be set forth by its ablest representatives, and 
where the great problems of the work will receive adequate and 
authoritative discussion. The addresses and proceedings of these 
conventions should be duly printed and circulated. A campaign 
of education on this whole subject is required, and a regularly 
recurring national convention is one of the best means of con- 
ducting such a campaign ; it will command public attention, 
awaken interest among increasing numbers, and spread intelli- 
gence wherever it is sought. 

This is certainly a definite and a large work for a new organi- 
zation to undertake. It is an exceptional opportunity for the 
Relation advancement of our individual and collective well- 

to Existing being. The influence so determined and so exerted 
Organizations w jh reach to every element of our American citi- 
zenship. In performing this service the new organization need 
not duplicate or rival the work which any organization is now 
carrying on. The new organization should co-operate closely 
with the churches, and with the various other national organiza- 
tions which exist for religious and moral ends. Its work will 



EDITORIAL 329 

supplement the work of these other organizations, carrying out 
more completely the ideas which they have developed, and 
assisting the labors which they are putting forth. The success 
of each will promote the success of the other. 

The new organization, recognizing the present satisfactory 
organization of the Sunday schools into international, national, 
state, and local associations, and the generally excellent admin- 
istration of Sunday-school affairs, might well direct its efforts to 
the educational aspect of the Sunday school. Encouraging all 
persons and schools which come under its influence to maintain 
loyally and energetically their connection with the International 
Association, it should undertake to discover, formulate, and 
establish a new ideal of religious and moral education in the 
Sunday schools. The new organization might well recognize 
that the uniform system of Sunday-school lessons outlined by 
the International Association, although pedagogically imperfect, 
is suitable to the present status of a large majority of Sunday 
schools throughout the country, and that an attempt now to 
replace this system in this large majority of schools would be 
unwise. In these schools the immediate need is to inspire a 
higher educational ideal of biblical, religious, and moral instruc- 
tion. Always, everywhere, right substance of instruction is more 
important than right method. When the Sunday-school teachers 
perceive the higher ideal of what religion should furnish to 
a complete education, the better method will follow. Perhaps 
25 per cent, of the Sunday schools of the United States have 
now reached this latter stage of development, and are ready to 
introduce a gradation of pupils and a gradation of the material 
of instruction. The International Sunday School Association 
has not undertaken to give specific assistance to these schools. 
A new organization could be of great service by taking up the 
Sunday-school development at this point, and providing the 
needed guidance for this advance movement. A new uniform 
system of instruction should not be established, nor a set of 
exclusive official text-books. Schools should be allowed to 
select their own courses of instruction and text-books in accord- 
ance with the ideal of a curriculum recommended. 
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In view of the present situation, the Council of Seventy, 
directing the American Institute of Sacred Literature which has 
The Plan of ^ ac ^ some P art w ' tn man y other agencies in building 
the Council up the new ideal, proposes the creation of a national 
of Seventy organization to carry out the work which has 
been described. The Council simply seeks to establish such an 
organization, hoping that when once established it may enter upon 
a separate existence, independent of any official relation to the 
Council of Seventy. At a meeting of the Senate of the Council, 
held in Chicago on October 13, a formal Call was authorized 
for a national convention to effect this organization, the conven- 
tion to meet in Chicago in February or March, 1903. This Call, 
with the several committees appointed to bring the convention 
into being, and the names of those who have given their specific 
support to it, are printed below (pp. 393-408). The signatures 
indicate a spontaneous, earnest, and widespread enthusiasm for the 
accomplishment of this great work. The list of supporters is rep- 
resentative as to the different circles in which the need is felt, as 
to the different church and other organizations which will wel- 
come it, and as to the type of workers upon which the organiza- 
tion can depend for its achievement. It is now the sincere 
desire of the Council of Seventy that everyone who is seeking, 
either individually or in association with others, to work out the 
ideal of religious and moral education, shall connect himself 
definitely with this movement. The Council will be glad to 
receive the names and addresses of such persons, in order that 
all individuals and organizations may be united in the one great 
undertaking, and that the opinions of all may be expressed and 
considered for the wise carrying out of the plans. There can be 
no doubt that this movement is one of the most important of 
modern times looking to the increase and improvement of reli- 
gious and moral instruction in America. It is a normal, timely, 
and vital step in the development of our Christian civilization. 



